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Written Work Guidance

Philosophy and Theology

Candidates are required to submit one piece written in English, which you have
composed as part of a current or recent course of study, not exceeding 2,000
words in length (and shorter is fine). It should demonstrate your ability to:

e think clearly and to reason coherently

e structure work and arguments in a logical way

e write clearly (and grammatically), with clear expression of thought
e provide evidence of independence of thought.

There is no restriction as to the kind of work you may submit, providing it is your
own work. You might choose to submit, for example, a mock A Level essay
completed under examination conditions or a homework essay from your IB
course. You should submit the work that you think best demonstrates the
qualities outlined above.

Your work may be on any subject and not necessarily Philosophy or Religion. If
you are taking e.g. A Level Religious Studies and consider one of your essays for
that course to represent your best work then, of course, you should submit it.
However, essays on other subjects, e.g. English, History, Politics etc are also
welcome. You should submit the work that you think best demonstrates the four
qualities listed above. It is fine to ask for the advice and opinion of your teacher or
another advisor at your school.

It is not usually necessary to write something especially for your application and if
you have composed a suitable piece of work as part of a recent or ongoing course
of study, you should submit it. However, if you do not have any recent, suitable
written work available, tutors are pleased to accept a piece that has been written
for submission.

The Faculty does not prescribe titles but the following are offered, either as titles
to use or to guide your own formulation of a title.

1. ‘Theology and Religion should not be studied in a secular University.’
Discuss.
2. How might you resolve the ethical issues surrounding blood

sports/cosmetic surgery/medical testing on animals? [choose an issue that
interests you]

3. ‘If God does not exist, then religion is pointless.’ Do you agree?



Please read the further guidance available in the answers to FAQs on the
Theology and Religion Faculty's website.
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